
Effortless 
questioning in 

English

sound confident even when in doubt

8 smart questions phrases 



✓ Is this seat 
taken?

Ask this While looking for an empty place 

to sit, Say this instead of asking,

“is any one sitting here?”

“Is this seat booked?”



✓ Can I take a rain 
check?

If you are unable to attend some 

occasion say this, instead of saying 

“ill join later”

“Ill come some other time”

“let us post pone the plan”



✓ Are we still 
on for today?

Ask this instead of saying,

“Is the plan cancelled?”

“Is everyone coming?”

“Is the party happening 

today?”



✓ Can I have a 
word with you?

Ask this instead  of saying,

“I want to talk something with 
you”

“I want to discuss something, 
I will not take much time, but 
very little time of yours”



✓ When is a
good time?

Ask this instead of saying,

“when are you free?”

“Are you free later?”

“I will call you later, tell me 
whenever you are not busy.”



✓ How’s 
something
coming along?

Ask this instead of saying,

“where has your project reached?”

“how is your work going on?”

“how is everything happening in 
your life?”



✓ Can I put you on 
hold?

Ask this instead of saying, 

“wait”

“just a minute”



HAPPY LEARNING! 

Keep learning with


